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the  case  for  the 


5y  Pete  Neff 

Just  as  a  career  In  the 
military  does  not  guaran- 
tee a  world  free  for  Dem- 
ocracy, a  two-year  stint 
in  the  Peace  Corp  will  no 
secure  international  un- 
derstanding and  good  will'0 

anybody  interested  in 
saving  the  world  had  best 
join  some  society  of  miss- 
ionaries whose  goals ,  at 
leastp  will  be  similar  to 
his  own.  The  most  the 
Peace  Corp  Volunteer  can 
hope  for  is  a  lot  of 
frustration;  at  least  one 
serious  bout  with  some 
strange  disease,  usually 
intestinal;  and  a  mutual 

(cent  inn  e  d  p  ag  e  ir ) 


e  case  for  the 

MILITARY 

By  John  Shields 

En  the  las  1  few   ■  ,:■■:  > 
.    is  certainly  what 
concerns  young  people  to- 
day, it  would  seem  th 
th :.   choosing  of  the  mili- 
tary option  is  mainly  a 
result  of  dissatisfaction 
w  i  th  wh  ate  ve  r  th  e  •:  u  r  •  i ... . 
situation  may  be,  an  . 
moi   bhan  b  at,  a  j.ack 
any  definite  alternate 
Ln   Ind.  In  years  gone  :  , 
choosing  the  military  op- 
bi  ,e  was  something  connec- 
ted with  a  vague  pride  I. 
many  things,  vague  siirn 
Mecause  i  t  *as  net  we] ": 
fined.  Such  reasons  stil] 

xist  today,  of  course, 

( continued  page  2 ) 
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Bv  Pat  Asher 
The  philosopher-educator, 
Plato,  purported  seme  ex=* 
citing  and  "dangerous" 
ideas  about  man's  condition 
and  position  in  the  uni- 
verse, He  sought  out  the 
essence  of  those  elemer.es 
or  distinctions  that  sep- 
arate man  from  other  forms 
of  animal ity„  That  isp 
Plato  searched  out  defen- 
ses for  man's  ability  to 
be  rational. 

his  attempt  to  demon- 
strate man  as  something 
other  than  instinctive  and 


habitual  in  nature,  he  • 
presented  a  theory  of 

edge  based  on  the 
simplicity  of  a  divided 
line.  This  position  was 
clear:  man  can  function 
on  one  or  more  of  four* 
b as 1 c  level s - - imag ina t i on , 

lief,  abstraction,  and 
genuine  knowledge  through 

Lemplation.  At  the  lev- 
e  Ls  of  imagination  and 
belief,  man  acts  as  a 
sensational  being,  appeal- 
ing to  basic  instinctive 

. mul i .  Plato  *  a  po s 1 1  ion 


catalog  for  alternative  life  style  choices 


te  subterranean  Side  show 
in  this  issue,  with  our 
special  "Catalog  of  Choice" 

it  ion,  attempts  to  bring 
to  the  JJC  student  body  a 
number  of  choices  that  will 
face  one  in  the  near  future, 
and  something  about  these 
choices  and  alternatives. 

t?  the  sources,  we  went  to 
the  people  who  have  been 
there  firsthand;  the  case 
for  the  Peace  Corp,  by  Pete 
Neff,  English  instructor  at 
Juco  and  former  Peace  Corp 
worker,  assigned  in  Venezu- 
ela; the  case  for  the  mili- 
tary, by  John  shields,  Juco 
student  and  ex-GI;  the  case 
for  keeping  an  open  mind, 
by  Pat  asher,  philosophy  in- 
structor at  JJC;  the  case 
for  other  choices  and  alter- 


natives, by  John  Goodwin, 
conscientious  objector 
awa  i  t  i  ng  ass  ig nme  n t .  0 n 
page  3>  there  is  a  list 
of  organizations  that  one 
could  write  to  seeking 
information  on  volunteer 
work.  The  choices, 

i.er  military,  peace- 
ful, or  other,  are  some- 

Lng  that  will  be  fa- 
Lng  college  students 
before  they  realize  it. 
The  S33  hopes,  not  to 
e..,,.~  r-r    even  influence 
a  persons  choice,  but 
rather  to  make  one  aware 
that  a  choice  must  be 
made eo. and  the  selection 
or  alternatives  are 
available  unci  as  numer- 

s  and  vast  as  a  per- 
sons desire  to  CH00SJ  . 


was  chat  of  the  majoritive 
portion  of  the  populace 
function  there.  As  such, 
they  fail  to  be  rational ; 
yet  succeed  at  being  ani- 
malistic. Further,  S±^"  : 
demonstrated  that  it  wras 
possible  to  reach  the  lev's 
of  abstraction  and  obtain 
a  portion  of  genuine  kno  ■•- 
ledge.  That  is,  some  men 
do  become  thinkers  and  ai 
capable  of  genuinely  humar 
acts . 

The  above  theory  appears 
to  be  a.  commonplace  one, 
Cr  is  it?  To  take  Plato 
seriously,  one  would  deduce 
that  he  equated  intellec- 
tion or  thinking  with  mora] 
action.  His  position  is 
again  clear : knowledge  or 
the  acquisition  of  ideas 
equals  virtue,  The  equation 
screams  at  us:  "instinctive 
animal  ity  i :-;  immoral;  ro- 
bots dont  count."  And  again, 
''silence  is  unethical  ,  " 

If  Plato  is  saying  any- 
thing worthwhile,  it  is 
really  that  we,  the  educa- 
tor and  educative,  ought  to 
get  going--ought  to  search 
constantly  for  new  concerts 
and  new  intellectual  possi- 
bilities o  Further,  Plato  Is 
saying  that  the  apathetic, 
the  prejudiced,  the  silent 
are  ae  facto  immoral „ 

To  the  silent,  either- 
major  or  minor,  Plato  is 
saying  that  no  set  of  lews, 

(continued  page  [j.) 
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the  military  option 

(continued  from  page  1) 
by  far  the  majority  make 
this  choice  from  simply  a 
position  of  non-direction. 

This  concerns  primarily 
those  who  enlisted  in  a 
particular  branch  of  the 
service j  but  also  those 
who  either  volunteer  for 
the  current  draft  situa- 
tion, as  well  as  those  who 
allow  themselves,  often 
subconsciously,  to  be 
caught.  In  so  many  cases, 
the  dissatisfaction  with 
school  and  failure  at  same 
h  av  e  the  s  ame  c  au  s  e  s ,  an  d 
in  this  case,  the  same  ef- 
fect. There  is  a  substan- 
tial percentage  that  en- 
lists from  a  feeling  of 
inferiority  about  their 
chances  of  succeeding  in 
college  in  the  first  place, 
For  all  of  these  people, 
once  they  are  in  the  mili- 
tary, the  question  changes 
from  why,  to  What  Do  1 
Have  to  Look  Forward  To? 

Without  exception,  those 
who  have  completed  military 
service  and  return  to  their 
schooling  find  the  road, 
while  more  urgent,  usually 


easier 


to  travel,  a  certain 


maturity  has  been  gained, 
plus  the  knowledge  of  deal- 
ing with  many  types  of  peo- 
ple that  are  too  often  left 
by  those  initially  success- 
ful in  school  until  after 
they  have  graduated. 

There  are  other  benefits: 
often  much  schooling  can  be 
acquired  while  in  the  mili- 
tary that  is  creditable  to 
outside  education;  training 
secured  on  the  job  may  also 
be  applicable.  Chiefly,  how- 
ever, is  the  release  of 
those  frustrations  through 
the  gain  of  security,  an 
appealing  thing  that  is 
most  hard  to  reject,  come 
re-enlistment  time.  The  ap- 
peal of  this  factor  is  that 
of  creating  a  salve  for  ail 
problems,  borne  need  it,  some 
like  it. ..others  dont. 
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By  John  Goodwin 

"...a  way  to  face  the 
angry  sorrowful  old 
world,  A  chance  to  see 
the  innocence  of  life... 
to  notice  a  bird  in 
flight  and  think  of  an 
answer,  for  it's  the 
first  time  you've  ever 
asked  why.  What  a  new 
dignity,  for  now  you 
feel  love  and  jo^i   see 
respect.  Now  you  walk 
holding  two  hands--cne 
the  hand  of  tomorrow, 
the  ouher  the  hand  of 
eternity."  ---Red  bkel- 
ton  on  grandparents » 

Though  the  entire  con- 
text of  this  selection 
deals  with  the  wisdom 
acquired  with  old  age-- 
not  political,  fashion- 
able, or  current,  but 
humanly--  the  process 
described  is  not  entire- 
ly divorced  from  Choice. 

The  need  to  choose  is 
critical .  and  the  acqui- 
sition of  alternatives 
becomes  vital  as  pro- 
crastination or  blind 
acceptance  begins  its 
s  e  ere t  s  t alk .  W i thou t 
the  chaos  of  comparison 
we  discover  too  late  our 
malignant  disease  of 
starved  accomplishment. 
Without  fully  realizing 
his  wisdom,  a  treasured 
friend  once  wrote,  "ser- 
vices available  today 
are  abundantly  available 
to  a  tragic  extent.  With 
our  futures  channeled, 
our  labors  lessened,  our 
human  conflicts  all  cat- 
agorized,  and  our  needs 
comercialiy  waited  on 
hand  and  foot,  we  are 
threatened  with  the  very 
real  possibility  of  lo- 
sing individuality,  and 
thereby,  the  ability  to 
do  little  more  than  tol- 
erate life  itself..." 

We  have  seen  too  many 
aging  fun  seekers  curse 
their  shallow  years  in 
liquor  to  believe  that 
one  can  laugh  at  the 
claim  that  the  above  grad 
ual  transformation  is 
not,  indeed,  occurring. 
Their  guffaws  are  eaten 
as  they  find  choice  has 
vanished  for  them  pre- 
cisely when  the  merry- 
go-round  breaks  down. 
W 1 thou  t  the  ir  t  av  erns  s 


TNG.^ 


their  cafes,  and  their 
positions  of  pride,  they 

are  helplessly  naked  in 
the  vacant  lot  where p  mo- 
ments before,  the  carni- 
val had  "needed"  them  so 
badly.  Cirsnases  are  out 
for  moneys  competition  is 
out  for  life  force--  when 
each  is  drained 9    they 
abandon  feeling  to  move 
on.  How  the  frost  makes 
it  cold  at  night o 

And  so  we  have  either 
to  convince  ourselves  that 
the  hampster  cage , of  cor- 
porate and  business  train- 
ing and  placement  is  a  bad 
dream  we  seem  to  have  at 
frequent  empty  times-,  or., 
...we  can  start  anew  with 
the  only  creation  ever- 
made  that  can  be  purged 
from  this  animal  cage  of 
advanced  suicidal  barter- 
ing-- the  human  being. 
Even  still  it  requires 
maintainenee  no  competi- 
tive bargainer  can  monop- 
olize. . . the  warmth  of  love 
and  assurance  that  it's 
actually  not  a  mechanical 
part  of  the  grand  thing- 
amagig. 

and  so  many  people  these 
days  want  out.  So  many 
are  joining  together  with 
other  people  to  rediscover 
the  closeness  of  that  hu- 
man mother  who  once  weened 
them|  to  again  be  the 
trusting  child  who  never 
expects  ulterior  motives, 
pride,  cruelty,  and  cor- 
porate sterility.  So  many 
are  finding  that  Aquarius 
is  indeed  here--  a  ren- 
aissance, of  human  inter- 
action. And,  so  challeng- 
ing, such  an  enumerable 
amount  of  fellow  human 
beings  are  still  strugg- 
ling with  survival--  the 
past  we  have  forgotten  so 
completely. 

Why  acquiese  in  assem- 
bl y- 1 ine  s  amene  s  s . . . why 
ignore  the  origins  of  the 
concepts  so  warped  today 
that  tradition  tries  to 
hold  out  of  unknowledge- 
able  fear?  In  no  way 
are  we  calling  for  re- 
building or  chain  and  ball 
elimination. . o and  how  can 
we  be  agitating  by  calling 
for  a  tradition  traditional 
to  tradition? 

We  are  providing  alter- 
(continued  page  ii) 
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case  for  choosing  the  peace  corp 

(  c o n t inue d  from  p ag e  1 3 


exchange  of"  ideas,  customs, 
and  techniques.  It  is  the 
lasts  especially  if  really 
mutual,  that  is  rewarding, 
while  the  P.C.V.  w i 1 1  no t 
save  the  world,  he  will 
gain  a  better  understanding 
of  it ,  and  in  the  process, 
it  may  gain  a  better  under- 
standing of  him. 

To  most  people  in  under - 
deve 1 oped  countr ie s ,  North 
Americans  are  rich,  con- 
ceited, ignorant,  and  dan- 
gerous,, The  P.C.V.  is  few, 
if  any,  of  these,,  Unlike  the 
typical  American  business- 
man, diplomat,  or  tourist, 
the  P.C.V.  has  no  more  mon- 
ey than  the  average  lower 
class  citizen  of  the  commu- 
nity he  is  living  in,  ana 
speaks,  or  at  least  tries 
to,  the  language  of  that 
citizen*  at  first,  he  may 
seem  over-confident  and  ob- 
noxious due  to  the  many 
social  and  linguistic  er- 
rors he  inevitably  will 
make.  But  these  errors  corn- 


nine  a  with 


f-Vi  y\  •? 


obviouj 
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sire  to  befriend  and  work 
with  his  neighbors  serve  1 
overshadow  the  greatest  bar- 
rier he  is  likely  to  find 
between  himself  and  the  peo- 
ple he  is  living  with.  Such 
a  socially  inept  but  friend- 
ly oaf  could  not  be  a  !,GIa 
agent n   or  a  "Yankee  capital- 
ist." And  by  the  time  the 
? .  G .  V0  has  over  can  e 
ginal  image  of  the 
fool,  through  hard  work  in 


e  c  o  nomi c ,  p o 1 i  t i  c al ,  c  ul - 
tural ,  and  human  oppres- 
sors. In  reality,  how- 
e\rer9    this  rarely  occurs, 
U  su  al  1  y ,  th  e  P .  G .  V .  1  e  arns 
that  his  ideas  of  sup- 
ore  ss ion,  suffering,  mis- 
fortune, and  evil  are  not 
in  accord  with  bhose  of 
the  people  he  is  trying 
to  help  and  that  his  me- 
thods of  correction  are 
not  theirs.  This  leads  to 
contemplation,  introspec- 
tion, discussion,  a  re- 
a s  s e s me n t  of  valu e s ,  an. d 
a  change  In  approaches. 
Once  again,  ideally,  these 
ch ange s  in  at t i tude s  and 
actions  will  be  mutual  so 
that  the  P.C.V.,  after  his 
two-year  term,  will  leave 
behind  him  a  group  of  peo- 
ple with  new  ideas  and 
new  ways  to  solve  their 
problems.  Most  often,  how- 
ever, the  mutuality  seems 
negligible,  and  the  P.C.V. 
returns  home  feeling  he 
has  learned  a  hell  of  a 
lot  more  than  he  has  taught, 
If  he  quits  at  this  point, 
he  has  wasted  two  years.  If 
he  uses  his  new  knowledge 


is  there  a  need  to 
choose  anything? 

(continued  from  page  2) 

natives  that  will  re- 
store the  fertility  of 
life  to  a  sterile  crea- 
ture called  society., 
Our  elixer  is  called 
love,  and  the  choice  is 
imperative o  Without  this 
choice  death  will  become 
stench.  Instincts  and 
qualities  exclusively 
human  will  become  me- 
chanical attributes  in 
a  production-obsessed 
machine,  producing  end- 
less supply  and  convin- 
ced that,  traditionally, 
cogs  have  never  needed 
anything  but  oil--  in 
this  case,  shoddy  cars, 
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prov icing 


simulated  energy  fuel, 
and  the  latest  sale  at 
your  chain  store. 

With  this  Catalog  of 
Choice,  the  Sob  hopes  to 
both  suggest  and  parade 
way's  in  which  we  have 
■  found,  to  induce  rhetor- 


into  credence 


d  fol 


and  understanding  in  his 
own  country,  something  it 


lowing 


PfM  r-n'1 


1 CU  j.  t 


not 


to 


would  be  cii: 
do,  there  is  no  way  o.l 
knowing,  as  yet,  what  the 
Peace  Corp  experience  may 
lead  to. 


his  ori- 
congenial 


case  for  the  open  mind 

( continueu  from  page  1 ) 
no    code  of  conduct  is  "bible 
special  field  and  equally  style."  To  the  apathetic  he 
haru.  work  in  adjusting  to  the  is  saying  that  answers,  sim- 
culture  of  his  adopted  eommu-  plistic  and  dangerous,  exist 
nity,  it  will  become  obvious   only  for  those  who  seek  ig- 
that  any  danger  he  may  repre-  noranoe .  To  the  prejudiced, 
sent  will  be  to  a  few  corrupt  Plato  is  saying  that  educa- 
irre sponsible  leaders  within   tion  is  not  simply  the  gath- 


the  area,  who  by  the  time 
they  realize  this,  will  be 
helpless  since  the  rest  of 
the  community  will  be  as  much 
or  more  of  a  danger.  . 

I  de  a  1 1  y ,  th  en ,  oh  e  P  „  C ,  V . 
will  lead  the  poor  of  an  un- 
derdeveloped country  in  a 
peaceful  revolt  against  their 


ering  of  facts--  a  gathering 
that  prepares  one  to  become 
efficient,  silent,  and  apa- 
thetic, Rather,  he  is  saying 
that  open-mindedness  and  ex- 
change of  clear  ideas  dis- 
tinguished man  as  educated. 


stop  talking  an 

to  start  doing 
and  forging.  We  present 
pragmatic  challenges  anc. 
idealistic  corn-cob?  ex- 
perienced verb age  and 
proven  obsolescence „ 
All  of  which  simply 
describes  life  from 
several  viewpoints- - 
mostly  geographically 
away  from  our  common 
backgrounds  of  indoc- 
trinated life- styles, 
competitive  goals  in 
echo  chambers  of  occu- 
pation, and  default 
traditions  of  middle- 
west  heritage.  We  are 
fully  aware  of  the 
this  are a/ culture  of- 
fers, at  least  in 
genre |  we  display  a 
time  away  for  those 
who  want  to  compare, not 
love  it  out  of  accuser 
disloyalty. 
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